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MEMORANDUM 

 TO: Janice Myrick 

 FROM: Steven K. Kortanek 

 DATE: April 20, 2016 

 RE: Bankruptcy Section Report 
  
 
 
The following reports on the Bankruptcy Section for the 2015-2016 season. 
 
I. Section membership size 
 
 In the 2015/2016 season to date, membership dues payments reflect a membership size of 
approximately 189 members.  
 
II. Section Meetings 
 
 The Section regularly invites members to meet at the Bankruptcy Court at the Bench/Bar 
Meetings, which take place monthly, immediately prior to the presentations of the Delaware 
Bankruptcy Inn of Court. The Bench/Bar meetings are presided over by the Section Chair, and 
provide a frequent and important forum for direct interaction between judges of the Bankruptcy 
Court, the Clerk of the Court and Clerk’s Office senior staff, and Section members.  
 
 Such meetings have taken place, or are scheduled to take place, on: 
 

November 10, 2015 
December 15, 2015 
January 12, 2016 
February 9, 2016 
April 12, 2016 
May 10, 2016 

 
 In addition to these regular meetings, the Section will hold its annual meeting to elect 
officers for the 2016-17 season, which meeting will be scheduled shortly.  
 
III. CLE Programs 
 
 The Section hosted the Delaware Views from the Bench seminar on November 23, 2015, 
in conjunction with the American Bankruptcy Institute.  Views has historically been a bi-annual 
program that targets a national audience, and features speakers from the Delaware Bankruptcy 
Court, U.S. District Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, and the Delaware Court 
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of Chancery. Tradition also has it that the judges’ co-panelists are typically nationally-
recognized leaders at large bankruptcy firms from around the United States, with moderators 
typically being Delaware bankruptcy attorneys. Views provides 4.25 hours of CLE and covers 
sophisticated, cutting-edge issues that have been addressed in Delaware bankruptcy cases as well 
as nationwide. 
 
 The 2015 edition of Views had a truly superlative speaker roster, including the following 
judges: 
 

Chancellor Andre G. Bouchard  Delaware Court of Chancery  

Judge Kent  Jordon Third Circuit Court of Appeals 
Judge Laurie Selber Silverstein United States Bankruptcy Court for 

the District of Delaware 
Judge Kevin  Gross United States Bankruptcy Court for 

the District of Delaware 
Judge Kevin J. Carey United States Bankruptcy Court for 

the District of Delaware 
Judge Mary F. Walrath United States Bankruptcy Court for 

the District of Delaware 
Chief Judge Brendan L. Shannon   United States Bankruptcy Court for 

the District of Delaware 
Judge Christopher S. Sontchi United States Bankruptcy Court for 

the District of Delaware 
Chief Judge Leonard P. Stark United States District Court, District 

of Delaware 
 
 
 Delaware Views is also a robust fundraising vehicle, with sponsorships raised in 
partnership with ABI. The Section’s net cash receipt from the seminar was $19,504.97, some of 
which funding is intended to be used to help fund the Delaware Consumer Bankruptcy Pro Se 
Program.  The Pro Se Program provides indispensable aid to the Bankruptcy Court through a 
designated pro se coordinator staff position at the Legal Services Corporation of Delaware, to 
provide a referral and consultation option for every pro se consumer bankruptcy debtor in 
Delaware.  The benefit to the Court is in having materially higher compliance by pro se debtors 
with the requirements of a personal bankruptcy case, which in turn greatly eases the workload of 
the Court.  
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IV. Section Comments on Legislation 
 
 The Section has been closely monitoring proposed federal legislation of interest to 
Section members, focusing in venue considerations and judgeship provisions in Title 28 of the 
U.S. Code. To date, the Section has not had comments on proposed Delaware legislation. 
 
V. Other Items of Interest 
 
 The Section has benefitted from aligning its regular Bench-Bar meetings with the 
Bankruptcy Inn of Court, but going forward can work to improve the content of these meetings, 
in cooperation with the Court and the Clerk’s office.  
 
 The Standing Local Rules Committee successfully worked with the Bankruptcy Court to 
promulgate the 2016 revised Delaware Local Bankruptcy Rules in February of this year.  Each 
year’s local rules cycle spans several months between initial solicitation of comments in early 
Fall through final rules promulgation by the Court.  
 













MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 
 Via email to Janice L. Myrick, Director of Bar Services and Membership 
  
From: Mary E. Bowler, Co-Chair 
 Laura Beth Taylor, Co-Chair 
  
RE: 2015-2016 Annual Section Report for the Delaware State Bar Association 

Corporate Counsel Section 
 

The following is the annual report for 2015-2016 to the Delaware State Bar 
Association Executive Committee on behalf of the Corporate Counsel Section. 

 
•   The Corporate Counsel Section currently has approximately 204 members.  The 

officers of the Section are: 
 

Co-Chairpersons:  Mary E. Bowler, Laura Beth Taylor 
Vice Chairperson:  Jeremy Anderson 
Officer: Meredith Carter 
Secretary:  Jonathan Strauss 

 
•   Due to bandwidth issues, we have only met via telephone or email as a group.  I 

have met with our Vice Chair a few times as we are working on transitioning the 
leadership of the Section.  
  

•   During the last several months, we have been focusing on renewing our mission 
statement and updating our web page on the DSBA site.   
 

•   We are planning on a CLE focusing on the Rapid Arbitration Act that will be 
presented by Morris James but we have not been able to secure a date for the 
seminar. We would also like to sponsor a three credit CLE but have not had 
volunteers to lead such an event. 
 

•   We currently have $1280 left in our account for the fiscal year. 
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M E M O R A N D U M  
 

May 2, 2016 
 

To: Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 

From: Matthew J. O’Toole, Chair 
P. Clarkson Collins, Vice Chair 
James Honaker, Secretary 

Re: Annual Report of the Corporation Law Section 

The following is the annual report to the Delaware State Bar Association 
Executive Committee on behalf of the Corporation Law Section: 

 
•   The Corporation Law Section Annual Meeting was held on April 5, 2016.  The 

officers of the Section elected for the upcoming year were: Matthew J. 
O’Toole, Chair; P. Clarkson Collins, Vice Chair; and James Honaker, 
Secretary. 
 

•   The other members elected to the Council of the Corporation Law Section at 
the Annual Meeting were: Frederick H. Alexander; Henry E. Gallagher, Jr.; 
Stuart M. Grant; Ellisa O. Habbart; Lawrence A. Hamermesh; Richard D. 
Heins; Kurt M. Heyman; Bruce E. Jameson; David A. Jenkins; Andrew M. 
Johnston; Allison L. Land; Lewis H. Lazarus; David C. McBride; Norman M. 
Monhait; Mark A. Morton; Samuel A. Nolen; Bruce L. Silverstein; Edward P. 
Welch; and John Mark Zeberkiewicz.  Subsequently, the Executive Committee 
approved an amendment to the Section’s bylaws, proposed by the Council, to 
expand the Council’s membership by three, and the Council elected Roxanne 
L. Houtman, Srinivas M. Raju, and Patricia O. Vella as new members of the 
Council.  Richard J. Geisenberger, Deputy Secretary of State, will continue to 
serve as an ex officio member of the Council. 

 
•   All members of the Corporation Law Section were invited in September to 

submit legislative proposals and to participate in the work of the Council.  All 
members who indicated interest in participating were assigned to a committee. 

 
•   The Council and its committees met repeatedly from September through April 

to formulate proposed revisions to the Delaware General Corporation Law.  
These amendments were approved by the Council, the Section, and (with 
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minor modifications) the Executive Committee, and will be submitted to the 
General Assembly. 

 
•   The LLC/Partnership Committee developed proposed amendments to the 

Delaware Revised Uniform Partnership Act, the Delaware Revised Uniform 
Limited Partnership Act, and the Delaware Limited Liability Company Act as 
part of its ongoing review of those statutes.  Those amendments have been 
approved by the Council, the Section, and the Executive Committee, and will 
be submitted to the General Assembly. 

 
•   The Section will sponsor one CLE program this year, which is to be held on 

May 18, 2016. 
 
•   The Section liaison to the Delaware Law Review arranged for publication of an 

article on judicial decisions in Delaware corporate and alternative entity law, 
which appeared in Delaware Law Review, Vol. 16, Number 1. 

1222263v.4 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE  

E-DISCOVERY AND TECHNOLOGY LAW SECTION 

FOR 2015-2016 
 

May 10, 2016 
 
Officers 
 
Officers of the Section elected for the 2016-2017 term will be:   

Co-Chair: William R. Denny 
Co-Chair: James H.S. Levine 
Vice-Chair: Sara Beth A.R. Kohut 
Secretary/Treasurer: Bruce W. McCullough 

 
Meetings 

In 2016 the Section held a quarterly meeting in March and its annual meeting in May.  Dates 
will be set for additional quarterly meetings in July, October, and January.  At each meeting, 
the members discussed recent developments in e-discovery and technology law. 

CLE 

The Section sponsored a CLE program entitled “Managing E-Discovery Effectively: Meeting 
the Expectations of Your Clients and the Court,” on October 15, 2015.  The topics included 
(1) a survey of e-discovery practice issues and recent developments; (2) finding the right 
balance: lawyer, vendor and client roles in the e-discovery process; and (3) judicial 
perspectives on attorneys’ ethical obligations to the Court and their clients. 

The Section has begun planning CLE on Data Security for fall 2016.  We also have discussed 
ideas for a separate two-hour spring CLE. 

Communications and Publications 

The Section is updating its web page on the DSBA website with a current list of officers, a list of 
scheduled meetings, and recent meeting minutes.  The web page includes links to the electronic 
discovery standards of the Court of Chancery, the Superior Court and the United States District 
Court.  Other relevant links will be reviewed and updated as needed.  The Section sponsors a 
monthly column in The Journal entitled “Tips on Technology.”  In addition, volunteers are 
working on an article for publication in the Delaware Law Review. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
     Bruce W. McCullough 



Report of the Elder Law Section to the Delaware State Bar Association 

May 2, 2016 

Robert M. Kleiner, Esquire, Chair 

 The following is the Annual Report of the Elder Law Section to the Delaware State Bar 

Association Executive Committee for the 2015-2016 term. 

Section Members and Meetings 

 The Elder Law Section has 62 members. 

 The Section meets monthly on the third Thursday at 4pm.  At each meeting, the various 

committees of the section offer their reports, viz.:  Executive Committee, CLE Committee, Legal 

Handbook for Older Delawareans, Guardianship Committee, Mediation Committee, Pre-Agenda 

Presentations Committee, and Government Benefits Committee.  Updates to laws which impact the 

practice of elder law are routinely discussed.  Additionally, the Section routinely hosts speakers.  This 

year we had Ms. Maria Ash address the Section at our February meeting regarding Veterans’ programs, 

and at our June meeting the Section will host Ms. Theresa Ritter, long-term care ombudsman for DHSS. 

Section Publications 

 The Section has continued to update and revise the Legal Handbook for Older Delawareans.  

Additionally, the Section has offered revisions to the DHSS Advance Health-Care Directive form and 

Section members were instrumental in the recent Guardianship Handbook which was approved by 

Chancery Court and is now available to the public on the Court of Chancery’s website. 

CLE Programs Sponsored 

 On November 13, 2013 the Section held a CLE presentation, “The Role of the Ad Litem Attorney 

in Chancery Court Guardianships.  Forty-eight persons attended the CLE presentation across the three 

counties of Delaware and two judicial officers were among the attendees. 

 Additionally, Section members took it upon themselves to organize and present an additional 

CLE on behalf of the Section on the topics Medicare and Medicaid.  This CLE is scheduled for June 2, 

2016. 

Officers for 2016-2017 

 On April 21, 2016, the following slate of candidates were nominated to serve as officers in the 

ensuing year and were elected unanimously. 

Chair:  Deirdre McCartney 

Vice-Chair:  Jennifer Ellsworth-Aults 

Secretary:  Michele L. Muldoon 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert M. Kleiner 
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DSBA Environmental Section Written Report 
May 2, 2016 

Todd A. Coomes, Esq., Chair 
 
 The Delaware State Bar Association Environmental Section has approximately 50 
members.  Its members come from all sectors of the Delaware legal community, distributed 
between private practice, the Delaware Department of Justice (largely the Deputies representing 
the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control ("DNREC")), in-
house counsel and public interest/academia.  The section is also comprised of members located 
throughout the State, with the greatest concentration being in Wilmington and Dover.   
 
 The Environmental Section strives to provide a collegial forum for the discussion of 
environmental topics amongst its members.  Meetings are generally held every other month in 
Wilmington with a guest speaker on a chosen topic.  We also hold an annual CLE. 
 
Section Officers 
 
Chair:  Todd A. Coomes, RLF 
 
Vice-Chair:  Stephanie L. Hansen, YCST 
 
Secretary:  Devera Scott, DAG 
 
Treasurer:  Pam Meitner, DuPont (retired) 
 
 
The section meetings/events between April 2015 to April 2016, and the speakers for each 
meeting are listed below: 
 
Meetings Held and Speakers: 
 
August 25, 2015 - Summer social at Sambo’s and officer election 
 
November 4, 2015 - Alex Dews, Executive Director of Delaware Valley Green Building Council 
 
December 9, 2015 - David Small, DNREC Secretary 
 
February 17, 2016 - Section and CLE planning 
 
April 26, 2016 - CLE 
 
This year, to encourage participation by all members, we circulated a call-in for all meetings, and 
on several occasions Dover-based members called in to meetings. 
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CLE Programs: 
 
April 26, 2016 - Environmental Law 2016 CLE at DSBA Office in Wilmington:  We had 
approximately 35 attendees and listeners at our CLE this year.  The panels presented were:   
 

•   DNREC Public Hearing Process 
o   Robert P. Haynes, Esq., Senior Hearing Officer, DNREC Office of the Secretary 

•   Clean Power Plant update 
o   Kenneth T. Kristl, Esq., Widener University - Delaware Law School 

•   Sustainable Practice(s) for Delaware Attorneys? 
o   Sara Manzano Diaz, Regional Administrator of GSA Region 3 
o   James May, Esq., Widener University - Delaware Law School 
o   Judge William Carpenter, Delaware Superior Court 

•   Rebuilding Nature’s Relationships at Home 
o   Douglas W. Tallamy, Ph. D., Professor, University of Delaware 

•   Brownfields/ HSCA Update 
o   Stephanie L. Hansen, Esq., Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP 

•   Clean Water:  A Delaware and regional primer 
o   Gerald Kauffman, Ph. D., P.E., Project Director (Water Resources Agency) and 

State Water Coordinator, Assistant Professor, University of Delaware 
o   Thomas H. Kovach, Esq., A.M. Saccullo Legal, LLC 
o   Todd A. Coomes, Esq., Richards Layton & Finger, P.A.  

 
Earth Day Activity: 
 
Christina River Cleanup was circulated to the section as an Earth day activity.  I do not have 
participation results yet. 
 
Sustainability Sub-committee: 
 
The Section has discussed forming a sub-committee to review potential sustainability practices 
that could be recommended to Delaware law offices/practices.  Oregon has a robust bar 
committee in this area, and one of our CLE panels discussed the topic this year.  I am also 
currently planning to attend a conference being organized by the NYSBA Environmental Law 
Section’s Global Climate Change Committee to discuss other bar efforts. 
 
2014-2015 Social Event: 
 
Sambo’s - August 25, 2015 
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DELAWARE STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

Annual Report of Estates and Trusts Section - April 2016 

The Estates and Trusts Section is among the Association's largest and most active 
sections, with approximately 200 members. In addition to the undersigned, the officers are Scott 
E. Swenson, vice chair; and Mark E. Doyle, secretary. 
 

The Section meets monthly.  Attendance, including those joining by telephone, averages 
between 20 and 30 members, and occasionally 1 or 2 guests.  Attendance typically includes 2 to 
3 members located in Kent County or Sussex County 

 
The Section has seven committees: 

•   Estate Administration Committee - Alex J. Mili, Jr., Chair. 
 
•   Trust Act Committee - Richard W. Nenno, Chair. 
 
•   Trustee Notice Committee - Jocelyn Margolin Borowsky, Chair. 
 
•   Access to Digital Assets Committee - Trisha W. Hall, Chair. 
 
•   Continuing Legal Education Committee - Scott E. Swenson, Chair. 
 
•   Publications Committee - Daniel F. Hayward, Chair. 
 
•   Power of Attorney/Health Care Directive Committee - Miguel D. Pena, Chair. 

 
The Estate Administration Committee meets regularly to discuss issues of estate 

administration and ways the process may be improved, for the benefit of the public, practitioners, 
the Register of Wills and others with an interest in such proceedings.   

 
The Trust Act Committee meets monthly to discuss issues that may affect trust law and 

trust administration in Delaware, and to consider whether legislation is in order.  The Committee 
surveys tax and other laws, both federal and in other states, to analyze whether and how 
Delaware's trust laws may be refined.  In 2015, the Committee prepared a comprehensive bill, 
HB 164, which added several substantive sections to Title 12, and which amended or clarified 
several sections in Titles 10 and 12.  This bill was approved by the Section and awaits review by 
the Executive Committee.  HB 164 was signed into law on August 7, 2015.  The Committee also 
developed and submitted a new bill that seeks to add a new section to Title 12 relating to the 
ability of a trust’s grantor(s), beneficiaries and fiduciaries to consent to any modification of a 
trust.  The proposed legislation was approved by the Executive Committee on April 21, 2016.  
The bill, SB 248, is in the process of being considered by the Senate Banking and Business 
Committee in the General Assembly. 
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The Trustee Notice Committee develops, reviews and updates laws regarding a trustee's 
duty to notify a beneficiary of the beneficiary's interest in a trust.  The Committee prepared a bill, 
SB 42, that provides examples of provisions commonly used by practitioners whose clients seek 
to modify such duty and creates a new type of fiduciary, known as a “designated representative”, 
to act on behalf of a beneficiary in cases where the trustee's duty has been modified under the 
governing instrument.  SB 42 was signed into law on July 10, 2015.  

 
The Access to Digital Assets Committee develops, reviews and updates legislation with 

respect to a fiduciary's ability to gain access to digital assets such as online, email and social 
network accounts of a decedent or disabled principal.   

 
The Continuing Legal Education Committee presented a seminar on February 10, 2016 

regarding the development of Delaware’s update to its statutes governing regarding a trustee's 
duty to notify a beneficiary of the beneficiary's interest in a trust, encompassed in SB 42 which 
was enacted on July 10, 2015.  The program was very well-attended. 

The Publications Committee has solicited and is reviewing submissions for consideration 
for The Delaware Law Review.  Members of the Section contributed articles published by the 
Delaware Law Review in early 2015 relating to the modification of irrevocable trusts in 
Delaware (Daniel F. Hayward and Miguel D. Pena), and in mid-2015 relating to Delaware’s new 
law relating to a fiduciary’s access to a decedent’s digital assets (Trisha W. Hall). 

 
The Power of Attorney/Health Care Directive Committee examines issues pertaining to 

lifetime directives that vest fiduciary authority. 
 
In 2015 and 2016, many members of the Section worked with a Committee organized 

under the Delaware Bankers Association in order to partner with the University of Delaware to 
develop a Trust Administration minor program.  Classes for the degree expected to launch in the 
fall of 2017, and will include an internship program.  The Trust Administration program is one of 
the first of its kind in the United States. 
 

The Section recognizes that it considers issues affecting clients of all financial and 
personal circumstances, and therefore conducts its proceedings inclusively, to hear and address 
the concerns of all members of the Section, and when necessary, all members of the bar. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel F. Hayward 

Chair 

Estates and Trusts Section 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FAMILY LAW SECTION OF THE DELAWARE STATE 
BAR ASSOCIATION 

May 19, 2016 

Patrick J. Boyer, Esquire, Chair 

 

The following is the Annual Report of the Family Law Section to the Delaware State Bar 
Association Executive Committee for the 2015-2016 term. 

SECTION MEMBERSHIP AND MEETINGS 

At the time of this report, the Section has 137 members.   

The Section continues to meet on the fourth Thursday of the month.  The meetings are held at the 
offices of Bayard, P.A.  Each meeting consists of reports of good and welfare, issues for the 
Family Court liaison to address with the Court, as well as an open forum for discussion of case 
law/statutory issues.  Because so much case law in family law is unpublished and sent only to the 
parties and/or counsel, the Section has continued efforts this year to circulate new case law via 
the listserv as had been done via fax machine in the past. 

OFFICERS FOR 2015-2016 

Char:  Patrick J. Boyer, Esquire 

Vice Chair : George R. Tsakataras, Esquire 

Secretary: Julie Yeager, Esquire 

 

CLE PROGRAM 

The Family Law Section once again sponsored the Family Law Update, held on December 15, 
2015 at the Christiana Hilton.  This year’s program featured presentations on Expert Witnesses, 
Financial Planning in Divorce, Supreme Court Appellate Practice, and a State of the Family 
Court Address, and concluding with the annual Case Law Update presented by Curtis P. Bounds, 
Esquire. The presenters included a wide array of practitioners, judges, and experts in various 
fields related to family law.  Additionally, for the first time in years, the Section also sponsored a 
Fundamentals of Family Law CLE on January 31, 2016, covering all areas of Family Court 
practice designed for newly admitted members of the Delaware Bar.  Like the update, we had a 
number of practitioners and judges present. 



GOVERNMENT & CONSUMER LAW SECTION 
ANNAUL REPORT TO THE DELAWARE STATE BAR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

May 12, 2015 
Marlaine A. White – Chair 

 

Please consider this the annual report for the Delaware State Bar Association’s Government & 
Consumer Law Section for the 2015-2016 term. 

 

•   The current officers are: 

 Chair – Marlaine White 
 Vice-Chair – Jacyln Quinn 
 Secretary – Mary Higgins 
 

•   The Section has 37 members.  Section meetings are generally held monthly at Connolly 
Gallagher LLP’s Wilmington office during lunch.   Attendance ranges from 4-12 
members, with some call-ins.    
 

•   The Section is holding a full-day CLE at the DSBA Office on May 26, 2016 – Selected 
Topics in Government and Consumer Law (with 1 Ethics credit). 
 

•   The Section has no legislation pending, and so far has not had any comments on proposed 
legislation circulated by other sections. 

 

Since the Section has been defunct for so long, our main goal was to convene one or two 
meetings to begin reviving the Section.  We are pleased to report the Section exceeded that goal, 
as outlined above and discussed at the March 16, 2016, DSBA Executive Committee meeting.  
Our meetings have been very productive, informative, and, frankly, fun. To maintain the 
Section’s momentum and encourage greater member participation, we are planning a Section 
Happy Hour.  We also plan to do more website improvements. 

	  



Report of the DSBA Health Law Section – 2016 

Section Membership: Approximately 50; however, only about 7-8 members regularly 
show for meetings. 

Meetings Held/to be Held: Meetings have been held September, October, January and March; 
    planned to be held in May and July. 

CLE: We have worked with the Medical Society of Delaware to produce 
a joint CME/CLE; however our plans for this year fell through 
when the Society opted to pursue a standalone event.  We are still 
discussing a joint event for 2017. 

Legislation:    No legislation has warranted comment from the Section. 

 

 

Christopher Ezold, Section Chair 

 



MEMORANDUM

TO: DSBA Executive Committee
FROM: Elena C. Norman, Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor LLP
DATE: May 11, 2016
RE: Report to DSBA Executive Committee On Behalf Of DSBA 

International Law Section

The International Section of the DSBA, which essentially has been 

dormant for the last few years, faces various challenges.  Primary challenges 

include the small membership and difficulties identifying how the 

International Section can best serve Delaware lawyers.  Most lawyers in 

Delaware do not practice what we typically think of as “international law” 

(e.g., public international law).  Also, although many of us advise international 

clients, often the advice pertains to Delaware legal issues.  After deliberation 

with a few members of the Section (who are copied below), we have 

concluded that the best path forward for the Section would be to focus on a 

few discrete items in the coming bar year to help rebuild and invigorate the 

Section.  These areas of focus include (1) Expanding Membership; (2) CLE 

Programming; (3) Partnering with Other Sections and Bar Organizations; and 

01:18678014.
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(4) Improving the Section’s Website.  A brief description of each area of focus 

follows:

1. Expanding Membership

We believe that the first step towards rebuilding the Section is 

increasing Section membership.  Currently, the Section has seventeen 

members.  While in theory the small size could potentially provide 

opportunities for a small cohesive group, this has not been the case in the past 

year.  In the Fall, I attempted multiple times to schedule a lunch meeting for 

Section members to discuss goals.  The interest was very limited, and on at 

least one occasion I received no response at all to my meeting proposal.  

To build the Section’s membership, we propose reaching out to a few 

constituencies including:  (1) in-house counsel; (2) young lawyers; and (3) 

government lawyers.  We also think that the DSBA might be able to assist us 

by providing names of in-house counsel, former Section Chairs and former 

Section members, to whom we could reach out to see if they would consider 

rejoining the Section.

01:18678014.
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2. CLE Programming

While the Section did not prepare a stand-alone CLE this year, we have 

been informally cooperating with the Corporation Law Section in the 

presentation of their annual CLE.  To this end, the topic of the Corporation 

Law CLE will include a focus on the new Delaware Rapid Arbitration Act – an 

issue with international importance.  I will be one of the speakers at the CLE.  

Relatedly, I approached the ABA Section of International Law, and learned 

that it was potentially interested in co-sponsoring that CLE.  I have not been 

able to determine whether this would be something of interest to the DSBA.  

In the future, I would like to pursue opportunities for this type of co-

sponsorship.  

Other CLE program ideas for the coming bar year include (1) Who does 

What in International Law in Delaware; (2) Compliance and the FCPA for 

Delaware In-House Attorneys; (3) Attorney-Client Privilege and Other Issues 

to Keep in Mind When Advising Foreign Clients; and (4) Legal Issues 

Associated With Manufacturing and Cross-Border Export/Import Businesses.  

Executing such CLE programs would be dependent on the Section’s ability to 

arrange for speakers with expertise on the identified topics.  Further, 
01:18678014.
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given the small size of the Section and, therefore, the potentially limited 

audience for a stand-alone CLE sponsored by the Section, collaboration with 

other sections likely makes sense.

3. Partnerships

We would like to look for opportunities for the Section to partner with 

other DSBA Sections and local groups on projects and social activities.  In 

particular, we thought there would be interest in collaborating with the Young 

Lawyers Section and the Multicultural Judges and Lawyers Section of the 

DSBA.  Other groups with which we may like to partner include the South 

Asian Bar Association, the Hispanic Bar Association, and World Trade Center 

Delaware.

4. Improving the Section’s Website

We would like to update the Section’s website at 

www.dsba.org/sections-committees/sections-of-the-bar/international-law/, 

as the website is currently out of date.  For example, the website does not list 

the names of officers of the Section or provide information for upcoming 

Delaware events with an international focus.  We hope that providing up-to-

01:18678014.
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date information will facilitate communication with potential new members of 

the Section and members of the DSBA generally.

***

I look forward to further discussion of these issues next week.

cc: Lakshmi A. Muthu, Esq. (via email)
Samuel A. Nolan, Esq. (via email)
Rafael X. Zahralddin, Esq. (via email)

01:18678014.
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WILMINGTON

GEORGETOWN

MIDDLETOWN

NEW YORK

Lauren E.M. Russell
P 302.576.3255
F 302.576.3750

lrussell@ycst.com

Rodney Square  ●  1000 North King Street  ●  Wilmington, DE 19801
P   302.571.6600    F   302.571.1253    YoungConaway.com

April 29, 2016

VIA EMAIL

Ms. Janice Myrick
Delaware State Bar Association
Director of Bar Services & Membership
Renaissance Center
405 N. King Street, Suite 100
Wilmington, DE 19801

Re: Labor & Employment Section Annual Report, 2015-16 Fiscal Year

Dear Ms. Myrick:

Please accept this letter as the 2015-2016 Annual Report of the Delaware State Bar 
Association’s Labor & Employment Section.  I am pleased to report that we are nearing the end 
of what has been a very successful year for our Section.

Monthly lunch meetings began in September.  Topics were as follows:

 September 15, 2015:  Section member Kevin Fasic addressed recent 
developments in Delaware law affecting labor and employment practitioners

 October 20, 2015:  Dan McGannon, Administrator of the Delaware 
Department of Labor’s Office of Anti-Discrimination, discussed trends in 
enforcement

 November 16, 2015:  Ed Noonan, a partner with Eckert Seamans Cherin & 
Mellott, LLC, spoke about recent developments in labor law, affecting 
unionized and non-unionized workforces

 January 19, 2016:  Erin Patterson, Area Director for the Occupational Health 
and Safety Administration, discussed OSHA’s enforcement practices

 February 16, 2016:  Neil Taylor, from ATI Physical Therapy, presented on 
fitness for duty examinations, and employer and employee roles in making 
sure the examination is useful and accurate
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 April 19, 2016:  The Section heard from Drew Gonser, a Delaware attorney 
specializing in family law.  In light of the recent practice of the Delaware 
Family Court to appoint attorneys outside of the practice area to represent 
children and indigent adults, Drew addressed what we need to know to 
provide basic services to those clients.

On May 17, 2016, we will be hearing from Mary Tiernan, a representative of the U.S. Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, who will discuss the EEOC’s recent litigation and 
enforcement criteria.

In addition to our regular monthly meetings, Section Secretary Matt Donelson conducted 
the Section’s annual CLE on March 23, 2016.  Matt did a fantastic job coordinating this year’s 
event.

Finally, our Legislative Action Subcommittee continues its efforts to keep Section 
members abreast of developments in Delaware law.  The Subcommittee circulates notices of 
proposed and recently enacted legislation, to ensure that our members are well informed in this 
rapidly developing area of the law.

Please let me know if I can provide any additional information about the Section’s 
activities.  It has been an honor to serve over the last three years.

Sincerely,

Lauren E.M. Russell

cc: Mary I. Akhimien, Esq.
Matthew Donelson, Esq.
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May 2, 2016 

Delaware State Bar Association 
Attn:  Janice Myrick 
405 North King Street, Suite 100 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 
302-658-5279 

Dear Ms. Myrick, 

 The below information updates the LGBT Section's oral status report given to the 
Executive Committee of the DSBA on April 21, 2016.  Please feel free to forward this 
correspondence to all interested persons; and feel free to contact me with any questions. 

I. Membership Size 

 The size of the Section's membership as of August 25, 2015, was 55 members. 

II. Section Meetings 

 The Section holds meetings at 11:00 a.m. on the second Tuesday of each month.  

III. CLE Programs 

 The LGBT Section has cancelled its CLE that was rescheduled for May 13, 2016 due to 
lack of registrants.  The officers of the Section have determined that the small size of the Section 
is not conducive to a stand-alone CLE program, and will instead attempt to join with other 
sections’ CLEs to incorporate our programs. 

 IV. Other Programs 

 The LGBT Section will be hosting its third annual Summer Reception on Thursday, July 
14, 2016 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the offices of Young Conoway Stargatt & Taylor.  All 
members of the bench and bar, law students, and their guests are welcome to attend. 

V. Legislation 

 The Section has not commented on any recent or upcoming legislation, though the 
Section does plan to discuss the recently released insurance bulletin regarding discrimination 
against transgender employees in a future CLE or non-CLE program. 

      Sincerely, 

      Ryan J. Maerz, Esq. 
      LGBT Section Chairman  









May 2, 2016 

Delaware State Bar Association  
405 King St., Suite 100 
Wilmington, DE 19801 

2015-16 MJL Section Report 

 I write this Report as the Chair of the Multicultural Judges & Lawyers 
(“MJL”) Section of the Delaware State Bar Association ("DSBA"). The MJL 
Section has approximately one-hundred and twenty members, including the 
Executive Board.  Members of the Executive Board include myself, Tamika A. 
Crawl-Bey, Executive Vice-Chair, Natasha M. Songonuga; Vice-Chair of 
Legislative & Community Relations, Kiadii Harmon; Vice-Chair of Public 
Relations, Aysha L. Gregory; and Secretary: Christofer C. Johnson.  The MJL 
Section is also pleased to have an Advisory Board, the members of which include:  
The Honorable Aida Waserstein, The Honorable Joshua Martin, III, Doneen 
Damon, Esq., and our immediate past Chair, Tabatha Castro, Esq.   

 Primary purposes of the MJL Section include furthering the objectives of 
the DSBA and the interests of attorneys, judges and members of the legal 
community of diverse ethnic backgrounds.he purpose of the Section.  To this end, 
the MJL Section seeks to  (i) foster communication and understanding among 
groups within the legal and non-legal communities; (ii) increase diversity within 
the Delaware legal community; (iii) encourage public service rendered by its 
members, and (iv) promote the professional development and interests of its 
Members. In so doing, the following activities and programs were held or will be 
held by the MJL Section during the 2015-2016 year:  

Meetings & Events:   

During the 2015-16 DSBA year, the MJL Section held Board meetings, 
including both the Executive and Advisory Boards, on the first Tuesday of each 
month.  The MJL Section also held four General Body meetings, and sponsored 
or co-sponsored the following meetings and events:  

 1. General Body Meeting & Chocolate and Wine Tasting 

 On September 24, 2016, the MJL Section held a combined Kick-Off/
General Body Meeting and Chocolate and Wine Tasting.  The event was held at 
the Domaine Hudson Restaurant.  During the meeting, we introduced the 2015-16 
Executive & Advisory Board members, reviewed the Section's goals for the year, 

Chair:  
Tamika Crawl-Bey, Esq. 

Executive Vice-Chair: 
Natasha Songonuga, Esq.  

Vice-Chair of Legislative & 
Community Relations:  
Kiadii Harmon, Esq.  

Vice-Chair of Public Relations: 
Aysha L. Gregory, Esq.   

Vice-Chair of Law School 
Outreach:  
The Honorable Danielle Blount 

Secretary:   
Christofer C. Johnson, Esq.  



and provided a brief overview of the events and meetings scheduled for the year.  
We also enjoyed a wine and chocolate tasting, in which we sampled chocolates 
from around the globe and paired wines selected from Domaine Hudson's private 
stock. 
  

2. Golf Clinic  

On October 17, 2015, The MJL Section, the Delaware Barristers, the 
Delaware Hispanic Bar Association (DHBA), and the South Asian Bar 
Association of Delaware (SABA Delaware) jointly sponsored a Golf Clinic at the 
Rock Manor Golf Club.  The clinic was a fun and relaxed introduction to golf and 
provided an opportunity to network. Golfers received close instruction and 
individual attention from Rock Manor’s accomplished Pro, Ken Johnson, and his 
staff. 

3. Bar Toast & General Body Meeting 

 On November 4, 2015, MJL Section members gathered at the University 
Whist Club, Wilmington, Delaware, to recognize passing applicants of the 2015 
Delaware Bar Examination.  Each applicant in attendance was given a gift to 
recognize their accomplishment.  We also conducted a General Body Meeting.   

4. Holiday Networking Event 

 On December 10, 2015, the MJL Section, the Delaware Barristers, the 
DHBA, and SABA Delaware jointly sponsored an annual Holiday Event & Gift 
Card Drive.  Each attendee was asked to bring at least one gift card and/or cash to 
purchase gift cards, which were then given to homeless families via YWCA 
Delaware and Delaware youth in foster care via the Office of the Child Advocate.  
Raffles of gift cards were also extended to those who participated.  This event 
also allowed participants to exchange business cards and speak about their legal 
work in Delaware. 

5. Wills CLE  

 On January 8, 2016, the MJL Section and Delaware Volunteer Legal 
Services (DVLS) co-sponsored a free Wills & Trusts CLE for attorneys who do 
not normally prepare wills, durable powers of attorney, and advance healthcare 
directives. 



6. Wills for Seniors Drafting Event 

  On January 18, 2016, in collaboration with the Delaware State Bar 
Association’s annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service, the MJL Section 
provided assistance for Wills for Seniors, an event providing free estate planning 
services to eligible senior citizens. 

7. Reception in Celebration of New Judicial Nominees & Appointees 

 On January 28, 2016, the MJL Section, the Women & the Law Section, 
and the Delaware Barristers’ Association co-sponsored a reception in celebration 
of new judicial nominees and appointees.  The reception was held at Morris, 
Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP.   The planning committee for the reception 
included the MJL Section’s past Chair, Tabatha Castro, MJL Section member N. 
Christopher Griffiths, and Women & the Law Section Secretary, Kyle Gay.   

8. Unconscious/Implicit Bias Program & General Body Meeting  

On February 2, 2016, the MJL Section sponsored a discussion, lead by 
guest panelists, focusing on strategies to handle unconscious/implicit bias and the 
lack of cultural diversity in the Legal Profession.  Our guest panelists included: 
Virginia G. Essandoh, JD, Chief Diversity Officer of Ballard Spahr LLP; Dr. 
James M. Jones, Director, Center for the Study of Diversity and Professor of 
Psychological and Brain Sciences and Professor of Black American Studies at the 
University of Delaware, and LeaNora Ruffin, Assistant Dean, Career 
Development, Widener Delaware Law School. We also held a brief General Body 
Meeting. 

9. Annual Meeting & Announcement of 2016-17 Officers 

 Our Annual Meeting was held on April 19, 2016.  During the meeting, 
after a duly noticed election, the following MJL members were announced to be 
members of  the 2016-17 Executive Board:   Chair:  Christofer Johnson; 
Executive Vice-Chair: Kiadii Harmon; Vice-Chair, Legislative Affairs and 
Community Relations: LaKresha Roberts; Vice-Chair, Public Relations: Loren 
Holland; Vice-Chair, Law School Outreach: Wilson Gualpa; and Secretary: 
Gerard Clodomir. The 2016-17 Advisory Board will be selected by the incoming 
Chair.   



10. The Judge Haile L. Alford Memorial Breakfast  

 On May 2, 2016, the MJL Section hosted its annual Judge Haile L. 
Alford memorial Breakfast at the DuPont Country Club.  During the breakfast, 
the Section will honor Tanisha Merced with the MJL Excellence in Leadership 
Award and Rafael Zahralddin-Aravena with the MJL Excellence in Community 
Service Award.  The Section also presented the Alford Excellence Award to five 
applicants who will sit the 2016 Delaware Bar Examination.  Each Alford 
Excellence Award provides a scholarship of $3,000 to cover expenses related to 
taking the 2016 Delaware Bar Examination.    

11. Networking Event 

 The MJL Section will co-sponsor a Networking Event on June 16, 2016 
with SABA Delaware, DHBA and the Delaware Barristers’ Association. 

 Donations on behalf of Judge Alford 

 The Executive Board is considering making charitable donations in honor 
of Judge Alford and her legacy.  We have received interest from the YWCA of 
Delaware to support its racial justice initiatives and from the Widener Delaware 
Law School, regarding its Jurist Academy.  The Jurist Academy is a two-week 
long summer-camp intended to offer promising minority undergraduate students 
information about the law and encourage them to pursue a legal education. 

 The Executive Board intends to review these requests and finalize 
donations made in honor of Judge Alford before June 2016. 

2016 MJL Supplemental Bar Review  

 This year, the MJL Section will offer a Supplemental Bar Review 
Program, the primary purposes of which are to enhance the success of 
multicultural applicants who take the Delaware Bar Examination and increase 
diversity among the Delaware Bar. The  2016 Program will be led by the 
Honorable Danielle Blount and Christofer Johnson.    
  

Respectfully submitted, 

Tamika Crawl-Bey, MBA, JD  

2015-16 Chair, Multicultural Judges & Lawyers Section 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 

From: Denise D. Nordheimer, Chair 

Date: May 2, 2016 

Re: 2015-2016 Annual Section Report to the DSBA on behalf of the Small Firms and Solo 

Practitioners Section 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 The following is the annual report for the 2015-2016 year for the Small Firms and Solo 

Practitioners Section:  

 The officers for this year are: 

 Chair: Denise D. Nordheimer 

 Vice Chair:   Robert Kleiner 

 Secretary:   William P. Brady 

 

 At the beginning of the year, our Section had 110 members. I believe we have added a few during 

the year and the membership is active and engaged. Regularly scheduled meetings have been held every 

month (with the exception of April where our CLE took the place of a meeting) and attendance has been 

very good, both in person and via telephone. We have established a directory of our members who wish to 

have their businesses posted on the DSBA website so that the public may have an additional resource when 

looking for a Delaware attorney. It is divided by practice area in order to make searching easy for the public.   

The consultant to our Section, Chris Morse, resigned fairly early into our year. A replacement was 

sought and we are very pleased that Alison Macindoe will be the Director of the Law Office Management 

Assistance Program at the DSBA and working regularly with our Section. 

 We have had a number of guest speakers address us immediately following our meetings on topics 

that are of interest to the membership such as cyber security and computer hardware disposal. These 

presentations are well-received and are likely to continue as part of our regular schedule next year. Before 

the year is out, we have two additional speakers planned, Drew Gonser, Esquire, on “What to do if you are 

appointed in a Family Law matter” and a representative from 1220 N. Market Street about what they can 

offer the Small Firms and Solo Practitioner in terms of office space and amenities.  Our listserve has also 

become more active this year and continues to be a great resource for our membership.  

 In April the Section co-sponsored with the Delaware Lawyer’s Assistance Program (and a great 

deal of effort from the staff at the DSBA), the first Small Firms and Solo Practitioner’s Conference at the 

Atlantic Sands Hotel in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. It was a day long CLE with topics curated to be 

especially of interest to the Small Firm and Solo attorney. It was very well received and plans are underway 

for a similar event next year.  

  The Section hosted a social event following our CLE in Rehoboth at Salt Air, a 

bar/restaurant near the hotel where the CLE was held. It was very well attended and was a nice way to 

conclude the day and make contacts with colleagues from the conference. The Section is planning another 



2 
 

social event at Iron Hill Brewery following our last meeting of the year on June 7th.  In the fall, a trip to 

New York City to see a Broadway show was informally hosted by the Section and was a great success. We 

look forward to arranging a similar trip, maybe in conjunction with the DSBA, next year.  

 Next year’s officers will be elected at the Section’s May 10th meeting.     



 

 

803 N. Broom Street | Wilmington, DE 19806-4624   T 302.655.2599   F 302.655.8831 
Mailing Address P.O. Box 2328 | Wilmington, DE 19899-2328   www. depersonalinjury.com 

 
 

May 10, 2016 

Richard A. Forsten, Esquire 
Delaware State Bar Association 
405 North King Street 
Suite 100 
Wilmington, DE 19801 
 
 RE: Social Security Disability Section 2015-2016 Annual Report  
Dear Mr. Forsten: 
 
 The goal of the Social Security Disability Section of the Delaware State Bar Association 
is to facilitate interaction and communication between practitioners in this area of law and the 
Social Security Administration. The Section is small in size, but the majority of our members 
participate in each meeting/event that is sponsored by our section. We work together to address 
concerns we face in our practice and to provide education to one another so we can provide 
better representation to our clients. 
 
MEMBERS:  
 Our Section only has 10 members, but we are spread across each county of the State. Our 
current membership is mostly individuals that devote a substantial portion of their practice to 
providing representation to Social Security Disability claimants. Most of our members are from 
small/solo firms, but we also have attorneys from mid-size and large firms. 
 
OFFICERS:  
 Our Section Officers for 2015-2016 were as follows: 
 
  Chair:  Steven L. Butler 
 
 Section Officers elected for 2016-2017 are as follows: 
 
  Chair:  Steven L. Butler 
  Vice-Chair: Angela Pinto Ross 
 

Steven L. Butler  
302.655.3560  

sbutler@morrisjames.com 



Richard A. Forsten, Esquire 
May 10, 2016 
Page 2 

 
 
 
MEETINGS:  
 Section meetings are held quarterly. Our meetings are held at members  offices on a 
rotating basis. Lunch is provided at our meetings and most meetings are held on Fridays. 
Members are able to participate in person or by telephone. We generally have speakers from the 
Social Security Administration at our meetings, and they typically last from 60-90 minutes.  
 
 This year we had the pleasure of meeting with Hearing Office Chief Administrative Law 
Judge Jack Penca of the Dover Delaware Office of Disability Adjudication and Review, Hearing 
Office Manager Bernadette Reiling of the Dover Delaware Office of Disability Adjudication and 
Review, and Public Affairs Specialist Matthew Baxter of the Social Security Administration. 
These meetings served as an opportunity for our members to directly address concerns 
encountered in our practice with those that we practice before. They also provided an avenue for 
official communication of policy changes from the Social Security Administration to our 
members. 
 
CLE:  
 On November 18, 2015, our Section sponsored Understanding Social Security Disability 
Programs  And How the Benefits Interact with Other Claims . The program offered 1.5 hours 
of substantive continuing legal education credit. The seminar was well attended, and several of 
our members participated in the presentations and showcased their knowledge. 
 
 On May 4, 2016, two of our members, Steven Butler and Angela Pinto Ross, presented 
Interplay Between SSDI and Workers  Compensation  at the DSBA Workers  Compensation 

Seminar. Our participation at this seminar helped educate a much wider cross-section of the 
Delaware Bar on the importance of recognizing and pursuing Social Security Disability Benefits. 
 
LEGISLATIVE ACTION:  
 The Section sponsored no new legislation of its own, but continues to monitor and 
discuss proposed legislation that may have an impact on its members  practices. 
 
SUMMARY:  
 Our Section continues to play an important role in our members  practices. Although we 
are small in size, the Section helps us present a united front in dealing with challenges faced by 
anyone practicing in the Social Security Disability field. We have continued to be challenged by 
more national competition, lower approval rates for disability benefits, declining fees, and longer 
average processing times for Social Security Hearings (most of our clients are now waiting 24 
months for a Social Security Disability Hearing, and this is after they have already been denied 
benefits twice before).  
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 Our goals for the future of the Section are to continue to expand to our member size by 
attracting attorneys from complimentary practice areas, continue to offer education to other 
members of the bar to help educate about our area of practice, and to use the Section as a means 
for our members to share ideas to combat the challenging practice area we have chosen. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Steven L. Butler 
       2015-2016 Chair, 
       Social Security Disability Section 



ANNUAL REPORT 
 

To:  Executive Committee of the Delaware State Bar Association 

From:  Robert J. Tuinstra, Jr., Chair of the Taxation Section 

Date:  April 29, 2016 

RE: DSBA Taxation Section Annual Report 2015-2016 
 

Please accept this memorandum as the 2015-2016 annual report of the Taxation Section 
(“Section”) of the Delaware State Bar Association (“DSBA”).  

Membership Size 

The Section currently had approximately eighty-two (82) members for the 2015-2016 year.  The 
Officers for the section for 2015-2016 year were as follows: Robert J. Tuinstra, Jr., Chair; 
Jennifer E. Smith, Vice Chair; and Andrew O’Neill, Secretary.  

Section Meetings 

The Section generally holds Meetings on the 4th Monday of the Month at 4:00PM.  The 
following Section meetings have been held or are scheduled to be held for the 2015 – 2016 year:  

•   September 28, 2015 
•   October 26, 2015 
•   December 14, 2015 (2nd Monday) 
•   January 15, 2016 (Special Meeting) 
•   January 25, 2016 
•   February 22, 2016 
•   March 28, 2016 
•   April 25, 2016 
•   May 23, 2016 
•   June 27, 2016 

We have held 7 regular meetings of the Section and one Special meeting as of the date of this 
report and have 2 remaining meetings of the Section (denoted in italics above) scheduled through 
June.  

The Section is focused on contributing to the improvement and enhanced public understanding 
of the tax laws and their administration.  In furtherance of this objective, the Section addressed 
relevant tax topics during the regular meetings and called a special meeting to review and 



ultimately recommend the passage of HB 235 “The Delaware Competes Act.”  In addition to 
regular agenda items, the Section invited several guest speakers to address the membership 
including: 

•   Mike Houghton – Unclaimed Property legislation in DE and Uniform Law Commission, 
•   DE DOR Director Pat Carter and Tax Conferee Chip McDaniel (appeal procedures), 
•   Sheila Winfrey-Brown, Director – Department of Finance for the City of Wilmington, 
•   Michael Coupe, Chief Financial Officer – New Castle County, DE, and 
•   Bernice Whaley, Cabinet Secretary Delaware Economic Development Office. 

A detailed account of the meeting topics and presentations are documented in the Section’s 
approved meeting minutes.  Section Meetings were held at the offices of E.I. du Pont de 
Nemours and Company and members were provided a call-in number to participate remotely.  

CLE Programs sponsored or to be Sponsored 

The Section’s 2015 program “Tax Issues Facing Small Businesses” was delayed and held 
successfully in October, 2015. Initial planning for a CLE based on aspects of the Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act of 2015 is in process and we hope to have a more 
comprehensive plan soon.  

Section comments on past or anticipated Legislation 

The Section held a special meeting on January 15th to consider comments and support for HB 
#235 “The Delaware Competes Act.”  As noted above, the Section ultimately provided comment 
and an endorsement of this legislation. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Robert J. Tuinstra, Jr.  
Chair, Taxation Section of the DSBA 
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Gary S. Nitsche, P.A.* 
Shawn Dougherty 
Nicholas M. Krayer 
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Reneé J. Leverette 
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Of Counsel: 
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* Also admitted in PA & NJ 
+ Also admitted in NJ 
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WEIK, NITSCHE & DOUGHERTY 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

305 North Union Street, Second Floor 
P.O. Box 2324 

Wilmington, DE  19899 
Phone (302) 655-4040 
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Other Locations: 
Bear Office: 

101 Becks Woods Drive 
Suite 105 

Bear, DE  19701 
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---------------- 
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Smyrna, DE  19977 
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Phone (302) 856-9868 
By Appointment Only 
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DELAWARE STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

TORTS AND INSURANCE PRACTICE SECTION 

ANNUAL REPORT  

 

I. Introduction 

 Samuel D. Pratcher is the Section Chair and Vicki L. Shoemaker is the Vice Chair. 

  The purpose of the Section is as follows: 

The general purpose of the Section shall be the promotion of the objectives of the 
Delaware State Bar Association within the field of Tort law.  To that end, it shall 
be the purpose of this Section to provide periodic reports to its membership with 
respect to matters relating to tort law, to provide continuing legal education, to 
review, comment on and recommend or not, proposed legislation relating to tort 
law matters, and to expand and foster relationships on both the plaintiff and 
defense side of litigation.   

 

 

 

 



 

II. Section Membership 

The Section Membership primarily communicates via the DSBA listserv.  The Section 
has been able to retain the majority of its members over the past several years. 
 
III. Meetings 
 

The Section holds meetings every other month at 5:30 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month.  The meetings are held at the office of the Chair.  As a result of some members being 
unable to attend the meetings in person, we have provided a conference call for members to still 
be able to participate.   

At the meetings, members discuss what they would like to see from the Section 
including: CLEs and volunteer efforts.  We also discuss events of other sections of DSBA to help 
support their efforts.   

Our latest Section meeting, we discussed increasing our membership. The members are 
also interested in a happy hour with another section of the DSBA that could increase our 
membership as well. 

   
 
IV. Officers 
 
 Chair:    Samuel D. Pratcher III of Weik, Nitsche & Dougherty.  
 Vice Chair: Vicki L. Shoemaker, Esq., of Pepco Holdings, Inc. 
 
 
V. CASE LAW 
  
 Our first case law update will be issued at our September 2016 meeting.  The case law 
update will address recent Superior Court decisions that impact our practice.  The case law 
update will be circulated to all our membership via the listserv.  The cases will be decisions 
rendered from January to June 2016. 
 Members are encouraged to share recent decisions as well. We anticipate having a 
semiannual case law update to provide to our membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VI. CLE 
 
 The Section is working on a CLE for Using Technology and Other Strategies in Opening 
Statement and Closing Argument”.  The CLE will likely be towards the end of the year. 
 
 We believe this will be a beneficial CLE for not only our Section but for litigation 
lawyers as a whole. 

 
 
VII. Happy Hour 
 

The Section’s annual happy hour for membership recruitment is scheduled for Thursday, 
July 14, 2016 at Firestone in Wilmington, Delaware. We expect another great turnout.   

 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
  

Samuel D. Pratcher III, Esq. 
Chair 
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May 13, 2016 
 
Via EMail 
 
Delaware State Bar Association 
405 North King Street 
Suite 100 
Wilmington, DE 19801 
 
Re: Women and the Law Section Annual Report 
 
Dear Executive Committee: 
 
This is the Women and the Law Section’s annual report.   
 
We have a large, active section.  We hold monthly meetings at the DSBA office and 20-25 
people typically participate in person or by phone.   
 
In October, we co-hosted a networking event for our members, the members of the Delaware 
Women Chancery Practioners and International Women Insolvency and Restructuring 
Confederation.  This was held at Young Conaway and about 80 people attended the event. 
 
In January, we co-hosted an event with the Multicultural Judges & Lawyers Section to honor 
several new judicial officers.  The event was moved to Morris Nichols from a previously 
scheduled location due to the overwhelming response we received to the event.  Each of the eight 
honorees received a gift and addressed the group.   
 
The Wellness and Programing subcommittee held an event in February on wellness and health.  
We had a guest speaker and an interactive discussion.  This event was well received.  The 
subcommittee is planning another event for June.  Details have not yet been confirmed. 
 
The annual retreat was held in March 2016 at the Sands in Rehoboth.  We had over 100 
participants for the CLE program and approximately 100 for dinner.  Next year is the 25th 
Annual Retreat.  The retreat committee has already started planning the event scheduled for 
March 2017. 
 
Another subcommittee is working on developing a survey to gather information on various 
issues from Delaware law firms, such as maternity leave policies.  The group is working the 
University of Delaware to develop the questions and format.  They hope to distribute the survey 
late this year or early 2017.  
 
The Section also supports several charitable events.  We collected clothing for a family who lost 
their house in a fire; collected professional clothing for women entering the job market after 
release from incarceration; participated in a guest bartender night to raise funds for the Roxana 
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Arsht Fund; participated in Sisters in Success at Baylor Women’s Correctional Facility; raised 
money for the Sarita and Claire Wright Foundation; raised money for a mural in honor of Judge 
Cooper; and are holding a wine dinner in June to raise funds for Roxana Arsht Fund. 
 
A final networking event is planned for late June. 
 
/s/Kathy 
 
Kathy Miller 
Natalie Woloshin 
Co-Chairs 
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Workers’ Compensation Section Report to the 
Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 

May 19, 2016 

Cassandra F. Roberts--Chair 

 Please consider this the annual report to the Delaware State Bar Association’s Workers’ 
Compensation Section for the 2015-2016 term. 

 The current officers are:   

  Cassandra F. Roberts--Chair 

  Stephen Morrow--Vice-Chair 

  Kerri L. Morris-Johnston--Secretary 

 The Section currently has approximately 125 members.  Our section meetings for the 
present term took place at Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, 1000 N. King St., Wilmington, 
DE 19801 as follows: 

•    9/25/15 at 12:00 p.m. 
•    11/20/15 at 12:00 p.m. 
•    1/22/16 at 12:00 p.m. 
•    3/18/16 at 12:00 p.m. 
•    4/28/16 at 4:30 p.m. 

 The 4:30 p.m. meeting had a general attendance of approximately 25 members.  The 
12:00 meetings, which also included lunch, were generally attended by approximately 35 
members.  In additional to those attending live, several members attended by teleconference 
from throughout the state. 

The Section has conducted two continuing legal education seminars in this term.  The 
first seminar was held on January 19, 2016 at the Chase Center at the Riverfront.  The seminar 
was well attended and included Workers’ Compensation, Section members, as well as insurance 
adjusters, employer representatives, members of the Department of Labor, members of the 
Industrial Accident Board, and medical providers.  The second seminar took place on May 4, 
2016 also held at the Chase Center at the Riverfront.  Approximate attendance was between 160-
175 at this spring seminar.  Our featured keynote speaker for the May 4 seminar was The 
Honorable Kent Jordan. 

The Section’s workers’ compensation searchable database remains fully operational and 
is available to members only as part of the section dues.  There are currently about 4000 
Industrial Accident Board decisions available to search.  It is expected that there will perpetually 
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be a 90-120 day lag time between when decisions are issued and when they are uploaded and 
searchable, but the hope is that the decisions will always be current to within 6 months. 

Case law updates are provided by Cassandra Roberts (who also populates the online Case 
law data base) several times throughout the year.  John Ellis has recently joined the committee 
and he is providing updates on appellate cases.  Updates include current Industrial Accident 
Board (IAB) decisions, IAB orders, Superior Court decisions, and Supreme Court decisions. 

The Section is performing service activities in tandem with the Randy J. Holland 
Delaware Workers’ Compensation American Inn of Court.  The vast majority of membership is 
overlapping.  The service activities include plans for a legal “community cookbook” as a unique 
fundraiser.  Justice Randy Holland is involved in this venture and has proposed “Supreme 
Cuisine” as the cookbook title. 

The Section currently has the following committees: 

•   Case Law Update 
•   Continuing Legal Education 
•   Industrial Accident Board Rules 
•   Legislative Committee 
•   Technology Committee 
•   Social Committee 

Elections occurred on April 28, 2016.  The officers for the next term are:   

Stephen Morrow--CHAIR 

Keri L. Morris-Johnston--VICE CHAIR 

Tara H. Bustard--SECRETARY 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cassandra F. Roberts  
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